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When rain falls into the ground, water 

gets cleaned naturally by filtering 

through the soil.



Impervious surfaces, like pavement, 

prevent water from filtering into the ground.



What’s the problem?

Source: USDA, Federal Stream Restoration Handbook, Fig. 3.21







Stormwater

runoff flows 

directly to 

streams.



Rain and snow melt flushes 

anything in its path down the 

stormdrains.





What can we do?



Environmental scientists collect water samples to 

test for water pollution.







What can you do?

Support funding for local 
communities to maintain existing 
equipment and upgrade aging 
infrastructure.

Support your local watershed 
association!



Thank you!

Questions? 

Snyder@neponset.org

www.neponset.org



Watershed Action Alliance
of Southeastern Massachusetts

www.watershedaction.org

• Back River Watershed Association
• Barnstable Clean Water Coalition
• Eel River Watershed Association
• Herring Ponds Watershed Association
• Jones River Watershed Association
• Neponset River Watershed Association
• North and South Rivers Watershed Association
• Pembroke Watershed Association
• Save the Bay – Narragansett Bay
• Six Ponds Improvement Association
• Taunton River Watershed Alliance
• Weir River Watershed Association
• Westport River Watershed Alliance

Thirteen member 
organizations 
representing over 20,000
paid members with 
1,000s more followers.

Watershed Action Alliance 
comprises watershed and 

pond associations united to

protect and restore clean, 
plentiful, and free-flowing 
water.




